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Drawstring Bag Supplies

Inside Fabric 1/2 Yard

Outside Fabric 1/2 yard

Ribbon, paracord or  string - 1/4” wide 2 yards

4” circular plastic needlepoint canvas 

(optional) Available here*. 


I could not find it in my Michaels/AC Moore.  

There may be other sources local to you.  

1 Needed  

 

Alternate for the plastic canvas:  

Template Plastic  

Batting 

Timtex or Soft & Stable  

Cardboard

Helpful Tools Safety pin, Purple Thang, Thumb tack, Zipper 

Foot

mailto:kathleenquilts@gmail.com?subject=Facing%20Tutorial%20Question
http://kathleenmcmusing.com
https://amzn.to/2O1iFdI


Prepare the Pieces:

1. Print out the template pieces.  
2. Cut out template pieces.
3. If you are using a plastic canvas insert, skip ahead to step 4.  Otherwise, do one

(a) Cut out the insert if using  a substitute for the plastic canvas.
(b) If you do not have an insert piece, you will sew a circle around the 10” outside 

piece by tracing a 4” circle (included in pattern).
(c) Fold fabric in half then in half again and place templates on fabric.

4. Cut 2 14” pieces, one outside fabric and one inside fabric.
5. Cut 2 10” pieces, one outside fabric and one inside fabric.

Make the Pieces

1. Place right sides together of the 14” circle and the 10” circle.
2. Stitch 1/4” seam around each circle - all the way around. 
3. HINT:  Holding your finger in the center (or a thumb tack taped to the bed of the 

machine), will make the circle move almost effortlessly.
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4. Slash the center of each inside/lining fabric about 2 -3 inches. 

5. Turn pieces right sides out.
6. You will make the drawstring casing now with the 14” circle.  
7. Stitch about 1/8” away from the edge all the way around the circle.  
8. Overlap or knot to secure the stitching.
9. Stitch1/2” to 3/4” away from the last row of stitching.  Put piece aside.
10.You will need to divide the 10” circle for the inside of the pouch.  It does not have to 

be exact.
(a) Take your 10” circle and fold in half. Press.
(b) Fold in half again. Press.
(c) Fold in thirds.  Press.   I marked mine with a chalk pencil to make it easier to see;   

the pressed lines disappear quickly.
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Assemble the Drawstring Bag

1. Place the insert (if using one) on top of the inside of the 14” circle and center it.
2. Place the 10” circle with slash towards the inside of the 14” circle.
3. Stitch around 4” plastic circle or your particular insert (or on the stitching line you 

created if no insert). I used my zipper foot. 

4. After one time around begin going up and down each of the pressed line.  Sew to 
the edge of the inner piece and back down to the circle, then travel alongside the 
circle to the next line.  Continue until you have made all the divisions.
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Adding the Drawstring

1. Lay the piece flat with the outside facing you.  Mark two small lines opposite each 
other.

2. Cut two small slits on the outside ONLY of the bag in the drawstring channel you 
made earlier.

3. Cut the ribbon/string  in half (1 yard each piece).
4. Use a safety pin to bring one piece of the ribbon all the way back where you started.
5. Knot the ends in a pleasing manner. Trim the edge or melt the ends if using 

paracord.
6. Do the same with the second piece of ribbon, using the opposite hole.
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14” Circle


Place on folds      of fabric



4” Circle

10” Circle

Place on folds of fabric

Place on folds of fabric


